
" CourtesyDa~'Nlchols

.fNichols plays more than 200 gigs a '

year, also at Hillels, Jewish community
centers and synagogues, both as a
solo singer-songwriter and as one of
the leaders of the Jewish modern-rock
band eighteen.
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JfodemJewishrockerDanNicholsconnectsteens
:' totheirreligionandculture

By LAURIEGRANIERI

STtFFWRITER

E",,~, verYthingDanNichols
) . everiheededto know

°,;, he l~ed at summer
camp. ~, ,

i
NichOls, ~modern ffewish

rocker,livirig in Raleigh,~.C.,
credtlss~ercampwithi~
nitinghisp~ssion for music.

"I'm aJewish campkid,"
saysNicholS,37,who spent
many summersatthe Gold-
man Union Campin Indiana,
where he learned to play gui-

tar and song-lead."Jewish
campculture is mostly built
around group singing. . . '
What inspired me asakid
was the soundof 350people
(singing) in the dining hall to-
gether."

Severaldecadeslater, Nich-
ols is a regular at summer
campsall over the coUntry,
this time asa touring musi-
cian. He figures heplays
more than 200gigs a year,
also at Hillels, Jewish com-
munity centersand syna-
gogues,both asa solo singer-

songwriter and asoneof the
leadersof the Jewish modern-
rock band eighteen,with
whom he hasrecordedsev-
eral albumsover the last dec-
ade.His songs,which include
"L'takein (TheNa Na Song)"
and "Babel," focuson Jewish
themesbut usefolk-rock me-
lodies that wouldbefamiliar
to fans of DaveMatthews.

As Nichols seesit, he is
"trying to make Jewish music
cultprally relevant to Jewish

See Nichols, Page D9
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DAN NICnOLS
7:45 p.m. Friday
Elks Club
21OakmontAve.
East Brunswick
Free

(732) 390-8676
and

8 p.m. Saturday
TempleEmanu-El
100James St.
Edison
,Free
(732) 549-4442
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